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Our Curriculum Intent and Teaching Pedagogy 
“We do not stop playing because we grow old. We grow old because we stop playing.” George Bernard Shaw 
“Play strengthens instincts needed for the future….it is a child’s way of practising and preparing for adulthood.” Kathy Sylva, 1992
We believe children learn best when experiences are first-hand and linked to their interests. We value play and the powerful opportunities it provides for children to build upon previous leaning in a meaningful and purposeful way.  Our curriculum is based on the principles of the Foundation Stage, providing a smooth transition for children as they continue their journey into Year R and continues to build upon their prior knowledge and experiences. Our curriculum places a high emphasis on basic skills, to ensure they are equipped with the necessary skills for life whilst providing active learning, ensuring children are engaged and motivated at all times. We provide opportunities for children to consolidate skills and make links in their learning. Continuous provision encompasses a range of activities and different approaches to learning to meet the diverse learning styles children have. By learning this way, we foster and encourage independence to enable children to “learn how to learn” and want to continue to learn on their journey through life.
Due to recent changes from the Department for Education, we have reassessed how we plan for your children and the skills we are looking to teach, model, support and extend throughout their time here. These are reviewed every September for our new cohort of children to ensure we are continuing to support children’s varying level of needs in an inclusive way. 
Keyworkers will be focusing on skills rather than end products, which may result in less work being brought home but will mean they have the skills to make lots of amazing things independently. 
Language will be imbedded into every aspect of our practice to ensure children are hearing lots of quality exchanges, back and forth interactions and are surrounded by a language rich environment. Children with English as an additional language (EAL) will be supported by their keyworkers who will work closely with families to ensure written examples of their home language are included in the setting. Parents will be asked for a small list of commonly used words in children’s home language and we will go through these to ensure pronunciation is correct. Our mat times will include welcomes in any additional language used by our children. We use lots of rhymes and songs with gestures and Makaton to make sure this fun time is inclusive to all children. 
We have 9 overarching goals set out for this current 2025/26 cohort to achieve, throughout the year we will build, develop and embed the skills needed to reach these ambitious targets.
Targets are chosen so that every area of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is addressed, with the aim of children going to school with vital skills and knowledge to help them with their future education. 
Targets are based around 7 areas of Learning these are:
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development.
· Communication and Language 
· Physical Development
· Mathematics
· Literacy 
· Expressive Arts and Design
· Understanding the World
Tiny Steps Preschools 9 overarching goals are: 
· Build a den with their peers
· Lead part of mat time/ song time
· Use a familiar story/poem/ to put on a show
· Make a model 
· Draw/ Paint a self portrait 
· Make a friendship 
· Growing and cooking  
· Design and make an Obstacle course
· Add to preschool floor book/child’s achievement book



All of these goals support skills that will enable children to begin reading, writing, questioning, observing, building, baking, acting, growing and moving. It will provide a strong scaffold to build skills needed for their future learning as well as encouraging their self-belief, confidence and interests in the world around them.
In previous years we have used Tapestry, an online tracking service that stores photos and observations and allows us to track your children. However what we have found in the last year certainly is that the work load for staff was taking them away from the children when what we are trying to do is ensure every child has high quality consistent and supportive interactions, with this in mind we have decided to move to children’s achievement books. 
Each child will have their own book, this will be used to record things they take pride in, a photo of a model or their play, a sample of their writing, a picture they have drawn. Children will be encouraged to ask for their book and add something to it. Staff will use this and their knowledge of your child to track and support their next steps in learning as well as their interests. 
Every term we will offer a meeting to each parent, these will start from the beginning of October and be recorded in our diary as well as tracked by keyworkers to ensure parents are accessing this opportunity. This will be a ten minute slot when you can come in, meet with your child’s keyperson, have a look at their book and a sample book we have prepared, as well as catch up on your child’s progress and have a quick look around the preschool if you haven’t already. Please speak to your keyperson, Helen or Connie to book in a meeting. 
For any further information about our curriculum or how we support your child’s learning please speak to Helen or Connie or email us tinystepspreschool@outlook.com. 
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